Editorials

How much do you “like” the MJA?

A status update on tweets, podcasts, prizes, news ... and some darn good research
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ne of the joys — and one of the problems — of a

socially oriented online world is the range of

publishing possibilities and demands that mod-
ern medical journal editors now face. As the MJA
approaches its 100th birthday, how do we take advantage
of this new environment, while maintaining the long-
standing quality and integrity of Australia’s most
respected medical publication?

This year, developing our electronic presence has been a
major task. After many months of “back office” slog by our
dedicated web team, we launched our new website (http://
www.mja.com.au). The old site was showing its age, hav-
ing evolved from hosting the occasional unadorned article
in 1996 to full content online from 2002. A decade later,
our purpose-built site can be considered the definitive
MJA. We look forward to adding more functions in the
near future to the ones you interact with now.

Another initiative has been the launch of MJA OPEN, an
online-only, open-access general medical journal (http://
www.mja.com.au/open). Currently, the site hosts high-
quality peer-reviewed supplements; next year, we plan to
expand the model to include more general content.

We hope you have taken some time to listen to our
regular podcasts throughout the year. You may have also
noticed us on Twitter, generally pointing to substantial
MJA content but also hosting the odd forum; garnering
“likes” on Facebook; and discussing medical news on MJA
InSight (http://www.mjainsight.com.au).

This expansion has not compromised our high stand-
ards in content and editorial process. As the accompanying
statistics show, submissions are up and decision times are
down. Our new system of rapid editorial handling of
“pitched” abstracts and outlines is also proving popular
(http://www.mja.com.au/journal/mja-instructions-
authors-submitting-article-mja).

Important debates on our health care system and the
medical profession regularly play out in the MJA. Our
semi-themed issues on many subjects — infectious dis-
eases, pain medicine, psychiatry, gastroenterology and
oncology, in addition to our established general practice
and Indigenous health issues — are intended to enhance
these important conversations.

We have also enjoyed administering our ever-expanding
suite of competitions, including two new prizes — the MJA
Dr Eric Dark Creative Writing Prize and the MJA, MDA
National, Nossal Global Health Prize — as well as the
MJA, MDA National Prize for Excellence in Medical
Research and the Dr Ross Ingram Memorial Prize. Stand
by for dates and details of next year’s prizes in the January
2013 issue.

The MJA depends on talented and committed partners
who generously give of their time and effort. Our peer
reviewers (listed on the following pages) continue to
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impress with constructive, detailed and erudite advice.
Our Content Review Committee members and our Spe-
cialist Editorial Advisers are our eyes and ears in the
clinical and academic worlds and help us keep up to date
with new developments in the medical and surgical
disciplines. To ensure the quality of published research,
the MJA’s Consultant Biostatistician, Associate Professor
Elmer Villanueva, now joins us at our weekly research
manuscript meetings. Dr Leah Kaminsky — as Deputy
Editor, Poetry and Fiction — infuses a little bit of magic to
curate our creative writing contributions and, like our
international peers, to maintain the MJA’s presence in the
medical literary world.

In May, and after two decades’ service of dedicated,
unsurpassed quality, our longstanding stalwart, Senior
Deputy Editor Dr Bronwyn Gaut, moved on for a new
career in medical informatics liaison. It is impossible to
imagine an MJA without Bronwyn, and we continue to call
on her for advice when difficult questions arise.

The MJA is currently under interim editorship. The
Australasian Medical Publishing Company board is now
seeking expressions of interest for a new Editor to take the
M]JA to its 100th birthday in 2014 and beyond (page 651).

In 2011, Queen Elizabeth II unexpectedly impressed
even information technology aficionados when she report-
edly bought an iPad (she bought an iPod a few years ago)
after her grandsons let her try out their devices. Similarly,
as the MJA approaches its centenary, we hope that our
initiatives continue to reach out to the medical community
in new, surprising and productive ways. Like 21st century
grannies everywhere, the MJA is fully herself, fully wired
and ready for anything.
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Manuscripts received 2011-2012

Manuscripts accepted/received (%)

Total 630/1799 (35%)
Research 82/562 (15%)
Cases 12/168 (7%)
Perspectives 70/140 (50%)
Letters 188/287 (66%)

Mean days to decision

To reject 33 (research articles, 37)
To accept 71 (research articles, 153)
Reviewers used 1566
Impact factor (2011) 2.81
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