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heMedical Journal of Australia endorses the Uluru Statement
from the Heart (https://www.referendumcouncil.org.au/
T sites/default/files/2017-05/Uluru_Statement_From_The_

Heart_0.PDF). The Statement, a consensus from the First Nations
National Constitutional Convention held in May 2017, calls for
“establishment of a First Nations Voice enshrined in the Consti-
tution” and seeks “a Makarrata Commission to supervise a
process of agreement-making between governments and First
Nations and truth-telling about our history”. It affirms the
connection of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples with
the land, and highlights the social difficulties and ongoing
suffering faced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
TheMJA accepts the invitation of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples to join with them “in a movement of the
Australian people for a better future”.

TheMJA has been at the forefront of striving for health equity and
equality for all Australians, including our First Nations peoples.
We know the legacy of theMJA over 104 years is but a tiny fraction
of the history of our nation, although our contribution in this short
time has helped to spotlight our First Nations peoples’ health,
including all too often the astounding and continuing inequities.
We recognise there is an ongoing health crisis that is clearly felt in
the hearts of the First Nations peoples.

The 2018 Indigenous issue of the Journal, like those before it, con-
tinues to expand knowledge of Indigenous health determinants
and issues, but even more crucially begins presenting practical
solutions to improve First Nations peoples’ health by harnessing
modern medical understanding integrated with uncompromising
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cultural awareness. The task is far from complete. The Journal
commits not only to support the Uluru Statement but to continue
to prioritise publications which will integrate the statement into
a health care and societal movement.

Health is integral to the spirit of all cultures; it is underpinned by
social determinants obligating recognition, understanding and
complete cultural awareness as identified in theUluru Statement. If
health equity and equality are to be achieved for all Australians,
and if Australians all agree this is a fundamental human right and
that it is un-Australian to think otherwise, thenwemust join hands
and move forward to create a better future for us all.-
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