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Letters

currently provided to terminally 
ill patients by GPs, to assist 
community palliative care teams, 
often remain unused on the patient’s 
death and must be destroyed.

Prescriber bag supplies allow 
medical and nurse practitioners to 
provide essential drugs to patients 
at public expense.4 However, 
the current formulary mostly 
includes injectable drugs and few 
oral medications.5 Modernising 
the formulary to include small 
quantities of oral antibiotics, 
antipsychotics and benzodiazepines 
would allow patients access to 
earlier treatment where emergency 
pharmacy services are restricted. 
Currently supplied emergency 
medications have an excessive pack 
size and often a short therapeutic 
life. By using smaller pack sizes, the 
pharmaceutical industry could help 
to reduce wastage and the risk of 
diversion.

By limiting the costs to taxpayers 
and patients of unused PBS 
medication while increasing 
community access, these measures 
are more likely to deliver savings 
and appeal to GPs and the 
community.
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Correction
Data errors: In “Hepatitis B notifications in a vaccinated cohort of Aboriginal people in the 
Kimberley region” in the 15 September 2014 issue of the Journal (Med J Aust 2014; 201: 
343-346), there were data errors in the flowchart in Box 1 on page 344. The text in the second 
box down on the right-hand side of the chart should read:

 ● 17 children were identified on the hepatitis B vaccination program records as having 
known chronic infections and therefore were deliberately not vaccinated

 ● 79 had no file on the Kimberley Population Health Unit electronic record system and 
were unlikely to be Kimberley residents

 ● 87 were not on the hepatitis B vaccination program records, and had no recorded 
hepatitis B vaccines on the electronic record system, and were therefore assumed to have 
been missed by the adolescent vaccination campaign.                                           


