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MEDICAL EDUCATION

how people’s spiritual beliefs may influence their illnesses; and
students as teachers.

A part-time option: The integrated structure of the course in the
first 2 years does not allow for a part-time option. However, as
the final 2 years have a modular structure, selected students will
have a part-time option, allowing completion over 3 or 4 years.

The third and fourth years: These predominantly clinical years
will have increased emphasis on critical care and surgery.
Structured teaching will occur on 1 day, leaving the other 4 days
of the week for clinical activities and bedside learning. Clinical
reasoning sessions will replace problem-based learning in these
final 2 years.

Early outcomes and ongoing review

This review will be carefully evaluated as part of a recommended
ongoing review of the curriculum. We believe that this review,
based on a comprehensive literature review, and input from
numerous oral and written submissions as well as focus groups,
will invigorate the University of Sydney medical program and
produce graduates who will be well placed to develop into leaders
in their profession. A valuable outcome of this review has been a
re-engagement of the Faculty of Medicine. This has come about as

a result of the enthusiasm of Faculty members to be involved in the
review, along with the improved communication across the Faculty
and the resultant commitment to teaching. This can only benefit
our students.
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Thomas Stapleton
DCH, MA, DM, MD(Hon), FRCP(Lond), FRACP, FRCPCH

THOMAS STAPLETON, an internationally renowned advocate
for improved child health, died on 15 November 2007, aged 87
years.

Tom was born in Lynton, United Kingdom, on 1 February
1920. He was educated at the King’s School in Canterbury and
at University College, Oxford, graduating in medicine in 1943.

After doing war service with the Royal Army Medical Corps,
Tom pursued postgraduate studies at the Boston Children’s
Hospital in the United States. He later returned to England to
work at St Mary’s Hospital in London, where he was involved in
studies of childhood electrolyte abnormalities, particularly
hypernatraemia. This was a stimulating time in his career,
working with a very active group of paediatricians, many of
whom became leaders in their fields in the UK, the US and
Australia.

In 1960, Tom succeeded Sir Lorimer Dods as Professor of
Paediatrics at the University of Sydney and at the Royal
Alexandra Hospital for Children. He became very active in
international child health and was very influential in this field
through his appointments as Secretary-General (1965–1974)
and Treasurer (1974–1977) of the International Paediatric Asso-
ciation (IPA). The IPA includes about 140 national paediatric
societies and has about 500 000 paediatrician members.
Through the IPA and his extensive international travels and
contacts, he was able to advocate strongly for better health and
the related needs of children worldwide, particularly in develop-

ing countries. He had access to
many powerful political and
policy leaders around the
world, including rulers such
as Mao Zedong and Indira
Ghandi. He frequently visited
the People’s Republic of China
and was a keen Sinophile.

Tom spoke strongly over
many years for Australia and
its paediatricians to be hosts to
the triennial International

Congress of Pediatrics. Despite physical frailty, he attended the
most recent Congress in Athens in late August 2007 and
strenuously supported Australia’s formal bid. He was delighted
with Australia’s success in being chosen to host the Congress in
Melbourne in 2013.

After retiring from the University of Sydney, Tom returned to
England. Over the years, he was a generous host and enjoyed
having many of his old friends and other guests stay at his
charming cottage in rural Buckinghamshire. He also provided
many Chinese and Russian postgraduate students with board
and lodging during their studies. He died at home peacefully in
his sleep.

Michael S Gracey

Obituary

http://www.medfac.usyd.edu.au/forstaff/usydmp-review

