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CLIMATE CHANGE: TIME FOR THE WORLD TO “CHANGE COURSE” 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

A LEADING Australian academic says doctors have a responsibility to provide guidance and 
leadership about climate change action. 
 
Laureate Professor Nick Talley, AC, the Editor-in-Chief of the Medical Journal of Australia, is 
one of 20 editors of medical journals worldwide who have co-authored an editorial released 
simultaneously globally on Monday 6 September 2021, including in the MJA. 
 
“Doctors are people who are highly respected, and we also contribute to global warming 
directly in the health system,” Professor Talley said. 
  
“We can do something about that directly as a group. Every individual doctor who takes 
action, every hospital that takes action, every health system that takes action, potentially can 
improve things and also demonstrate to others that this is critically important. 
 
“And the opposite also applies. If doctors take no action or deliberately don't do anything, 
others may say, ‘well, the doctors don't think it's important, why should we think it's 
important’. The idea that ‘we just treat the patient in front of us’ is not appropriate.” 
 
The editorial is a call for urgent action to “keep average global temperature increases below 
1.5°C, halt the destruction of nature, and protect health”. 
 
“The science is unequivocal; a global increase of 1.5°C above the pre-industrial average and 
the continued loss of biodiversity risk catastrophic harm to health that will be impossible to 
reverse,” the authors wrote.  
 
“Despite the world’s necessary preoccupation with COVID-19, we cannot wait for the 
pandemic to pass to rapidly reduce emissions. 
 
“We are united in recognising that only fundamental and equitable changes to societies will 
reverse our current trajectory.” 
 
Professor Talley said that Australia had a responsibility as a wealthy nation to help lead 
climate change action. 
 
“We have a major responsibility. Our lack of sufficient action has been an encouragement to 
those who've also not wished to take sufficient action or reaction,” he said.  
 
“That is continuing to this day. We have an influence not just on what we do locally, and 
nationally, but also globally.  
 
“If every country doesn't talk together soon, there will be some countries that will disappear, 
and worse, there will be a lot of people who will die. It's very clear.” 
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Professor Talley said he was concerned that the urgency of the situation was not getting 
through to governments and populations. 
 
“The urgency of the situation is remarkable, yet the penetration of that urgency remains not 
where it needs to be,” he said. 
 
“It's very clear, we have a very, very serious problem.  
 
“The best advice I've had on this is we will not be able to turn this around in time. Most likely 
we will overshoot the temperatures that we've been worried about, and then we might be 
able to pull it back. But I worry about the ‘might’.  
 
“I've also heard the argument that we should wait for technology to catch up, and it could 
potentially solve the problems for us. That’s possible, but we cannot guarantee that at all.  
 
“It's irresponsible of us, this generation, to not pull out all the stops while we can, in an 
attempt to minimise the very severe health and general consequences of climate change.” 
 
The authors of the editorial wrote that “the greatest threat to global public health is the 
continued failure of world leaders to keep the global temperature rise below 1.5°C and to 
restore nature”.  
 
“Urgent, society-wide changes must be made and will lead to a fairer and healthier world. 
We, as editors of health journals, call for governments and other leaders to act, marking 2021 
as the year that the world finally changes course.” 
 
The editorial will be available from 10am AEST on Monday 6 September 2021, on the MJA 
website at: 
 
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2021/215/5/call-emergency-action-limit-global-
temperature-increases-restore-biodiversity  
 
All MJA media releases are open access and can be found at: 
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/media   
 
Please remember to credit The MJA. 
 
The Medical Journal of Australia is a publication of the Australian Medical Association. 

 
The statements or opinions that are expressed in the MJA reflect the views of the authors and do not represent the official policy 
of the AMA or the MJA unless that is so stated. 
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