The Medical Journal of Australia

Appendix

This appendix was part of the submitted manuscript and has been peer reviewed.
It is posted as supplied by the authors.

Appendix to: Ibrahim JE, Bugeja L, Willoughby M, et al. Premature deaths of nursing home residents:
an epidemiological analysis. Med J Aust 2017; 206: 442-447. doi: 10.5694/mja16.00873.



Appendix. Definitions applied in our study

Nursing home

Resident

Mechanism of injury

External causes

Asphyxia

Aspiration
Choking
Complications of clinical care

Drowning

Falls

Homicide

Poisoning

Transport crashes

Thermal

Resident-to-resident assault

Suicide

A licensed business and accredited service with the Australian Aged Care
Standards and Accreditation Agency for long term care of older persons.

A person who lived in a nursing home either temporarily (respite care) or
permanently.

The manner in which the injury was sustained in accordance with the
International Classification of Diseases, tenth revision.

Damage to the body caused by (acute) exchanges with environmental energy
that are beyond the body’s resilience. The energy may be mechanical, thermal,
electrical, ionising radiation or chemical (poisoning, asphyxiation).

Obstruction of airway by object covering mouth and nose, positional obstruction
of airway preventing adequate breathing to sustain life such as physical
restraints, sleeping position.

Inhalation of some foreign object/substance such as vomitus, blood, or mucus.3

Deaths from obstruction of airway by inhaled object/substance such as food.3

Health care (including medical or surgical care) unintentionally leading to injury
or other harm (eg, administration of incorrect medication or dosage. This

includes acts of omission as well as acts of commission.

Death following submersion or immersion including cases where death occurred
after hospital admission.

To descend or drop by force of gravity. This includes falling on same level
(tripping, falling on bathroom floor), falling from a height (falling to the ground
while trying to stand from a chair).

Injuries inflicted by another person with intent to cause injury, or death injure by
any means.

Deaths resulting from exposure to chemical or other substances including solids,
liquid substances (eg, substances dissolved in water or alcohol and ingested),
gaseous substances (eg, gasses emitted from appliances).

An unintentional transport injury event (eg, motor vehicle crash).3

Deaths involving extreme heat or cold, from either natural or human-created
sources (eg, contact with hot heating appliance such as heater, includes heat
stroke, sunstroke, and hypothermia).

An act (by a resident) of fatal or non-fatal violence where physical or other force
is used with the intent to cause harm, injury or death to another resident.

Deliberate use of physical or other force or agent against oneself, with the intent
to cause harm, injury or death.3
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