
 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 
This appendix was part of the submitted manuscript and has been peer reviewed.  
It is posted as supplied by the authors. 

 

Appendix to: Chalasani S, Peiris DP, Usherwood T, et al. Reducing cardiovascular disease risk in 
diabetes: a randomised controlled trial of a quality improvement initiative. Med J Aust 2017; 206: 446-
441. doi: 10.5694/mja16.00332. 



 
Appendix 2: Study flow diagram. ACCHS indicates Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Service; CVD, cardiovascular disease; GP, general 
practice; and IQR, interquartile range. Adapted from “Effect of a computer-guided, quality improvement program for cardiovascular disease risk 
management in primary health care: the treatment of cardiovascular risk using electronic decision support cluster-randomized trial,” by Peiris D, 
Usherwood T, Panaretto K, et al, 2015, Circ Cardiovasc Qual Outcomes, 8, 87-95.  2015 American Heart Association, Inc. 

64 health services agreed to participate

62 health services assessed for software requirements and had 
pre=randomisation data extractions performed

61 health services randomised
Baseline data extraction (n = 53,164 total, 8829 patients with diabetes)

1 service did not meet technical 
software requirements

30 sites analysed at end of study
Median follow‐up 17.3 months (IQR 15.3‐18.0)

30 sites analysed at end of study
Median follow‐up 17.7 months (IQR 14.3‐18.3)

• 31 sites randomised to intervention (21 GPs, 10 ACCHS)
• 28 sites received intervention as randomised
• 2 sites used only the audit tool and quality improvement portal
• 1 site (GP) withdrew from the study shortly after randomisation (152 

patients)
• Outcome evaluation cohort

• 19,385 patients median 498/site (IQR 326‐755)
• 3617 patients with diabetes 

• 30 sites randomised to usual care (20 GPs, 10 ACCHS)
• 30 sites received usual care as randomised

• Outcome evaluation cohort
• 19,340 patients median 495/site (IQR 349‐962)
• 3292 patients with diabetes

2 services decided not to participate on further 
consideration
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