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Appendix 1 

 

Table 1 - Search strategy used in electronic databases 

Pubmed Search 

((Tool*[tiab] OR Resource[tiab] OR Instrument*[tiab] OR Guide*[tiab] OR 
Framework[tiab] OR Assessment*[tiab] OR Survey[tiab] OR Intervention[tiab])) AND 
(((“quality improvement”[tiab] OR Quality Improvement[Mesh] OR “practice 
improvement”[tiab] OR “performance improvement”[tiab] OR “organisational 
development”[tiab] OR “organisational improvement”[tiab])) AND (general practice[tiab] 
OR General practice[MeSH] OR primary care[tiab] OR Primary Health Care[MeSH] OR 
primary health care[tiab] OR Primary Health Care[MeSH] OR family practice[tiab])) Sort 
by: PublicationDate Filters: Publication date from 2004/01/01 to 2014/12/31; English 

EMBASE search  

'general practice':ab,ti OR 'primary care':ab,ti OR 'primary health care':ab,ti OR 'family 
medicine':ab,ti  

AND  

'quality improvement':ab,ti OR 'practice improvement':ab,ti OR 'performance 
improvement':ab,ti OR 'organisational development':ab,ti OR 'organizational 
development':ab,ti OR 'organisational improvement':ab,ti OR 'organizational 
improvement':ab,ti 

AND 

tool*:ab,ti OR resource*:ab,ti OR instrument:ab,ti OR guides:ab,ti OR framework:ab,ti OR 
assessment:ab,ti OR survey:ab,ti OR intervention:ab,ti 

Limits: [english]/lim AND [2004-2014]/py 

CINAHL  

(MH "Family Practice") OR TI “general practice” OR AB “general practice” OR TI 
“primary care” OR AB “primary care” OR TI “primary health care” OR AB “primary health 
care” OR TI “family practice” OR AB “family practice” OR TI “family medicine” OR AB 
“family medicine” 

AND  

TI “quality improvement” OR AB “quality improvement” OR (MH "Quality 
Improvement+") OR TI “practice improvement” OR AB “practice improvement” OR TI 
“performance improvement” OR AB “performance improvement” OR TI “organisational 
development” OR AB “organisational development” OR TI “organisational improvement” 
OR AB “organisational improvement” OR TI “organizational development” OR AB 
“organizational development” OR TI “organizational improvement” OR TI “organizational 
improvement” 

AND  

TI Tool OR AB Tool OR TI instrument OR AB Instrument OR TI guides OR AB guides OR 
TI framework OR AB framework OR TI assessment OR AB assessment OR TI Survey OR 
AB survey OR TI Intervention OR AB intervention OR (MH "Research Instruments+") 

Limiters - Published Date: 20040101-20140631; Language: English  
Search modes - Boolean/Phrase 



Table 2 - Search terms used for searching grey literature 

The following terms were used in the grey literature searches individually and in different 

combinations until no new items were being found (until saturation was reached):  

“quality improvement” or “practice improvement” or “performance improvement”, “organisational 

development”, “organisational improvement”, and/or “general practice”, “primary care”, “primary 

health care” “health”, “family practice”, “family medicine”, and/or “tool”, “resource”, or 

“instrument” or “guides” or “framework” or “assessment”, or “survey”, or “intervention”. A search 

was conducted using a combination of these terms with each of the seven PC-PIT QI elements. E.g. 

“practice leadership improvement. 

 
 

 

 


