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health problems. It has many exter-
nally funded scientific projects, solid
international networks, a high-level
publication record, and internationally
recognised scientific supervisors. Sec-
ondly, the University of PNG (UPNG)
is a fast-maturing academic institution
with a strong appreciation of the value
of research. In September 2004, the
two institutions signed an agreement
to pool their resources to address the
shortage of PNG scientists.

The key to developing PNG health-
research scientists is to base their
training firmly in PNG, in areas of
national importance with long-term potential. The cornerstone
of this strategy is using PNGIMR projects as a vehicle for UPNG
postgraduate degrees. Our developing model sees graduate
students (from UPNG or returning from overseas) being
recruited by the PNGIMR and rotated through its laboratories to
top up practical skills, then being attached to a project for
honours research, under supervision of a PNGIMR scientist,

students will also spend periods of
time in overseas laboratories, learning
relevant technologies and expanding
their international networks. By the
time they complete their PhD they
will have built a firm foundation for a
career in their chosen area of research
and already be established in their
PNG workplace. At this stage, they
can be insulated for a few years from
teaching and administration to
develop their own independent pro-
gram of research.

An important assumption of this
model is that it is not always necessary

to go outside PNG to get well regarded postgraduate qualifications.
As a researcher, the most important things about your PhD are the
relevance and novelty of the project, the quality of the work done,
the international reputation of your supervisors, and productivity
in publishing peer-reviewed papers in international journals. In
PNG we have all the components to excel in this area, and the
collaboration between the UPNG and the PNGIMR is a landmark

Postgraduate research officers at the PNGIMR.
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Sirus Naraqi, CBE, MD, FACP, FRACP

SIRUS NARAQI, an inspiring and warm-spirited doctor with a deep commitment to bettering the lives
of the underprivileged, died in Sydney on 18 August 2004, after a two-year illness.

Born in Persia on 30 September 1942, Sirus Naraqi served as a general practitioner to the Persian
army before emigrating to America in 1969. There he completed postgraduate training at the
University of Chicago and the University of Illinois, followed by numerous consultant physician and
academic appointments.

Sirus used his interest in infectious diseases to express his strong humanitarian desire to serve in
areas of greatest need, such as Papua New Guinea (PNG), where he took up the Chair of Medicine at
the University of PNG in 1983. During his time at the university, he led major research projects on
severe forms of malaria, snakebite and meningitis. His warmth and style were important in preparing
junior colleagues for positions of leadership. Because of its research and educational programs, the
university’s Faculty of Medicine achieved international recognition. In 1998, after Sirus had spent 15
fruitful years in PNG, the University of Sydney appointed him Professor of Medicine and Associate
Dean at Nepean Hospital, Penrith.

Sirus had a lifelong commitment to community service. This included continuing participation in
public debate; work with the World Health Organization on tuberculosis, malaria and HIV/AIDS;
research and rural health work in PNG; and promotion of international human rights, literacy, hygiene
and nutrition for the underprivileged. He also held numerous positions of leadership within the Baha’í
congregation. The Queen made Professor Naraqi a Commander of the British Empire in 1998 for his
service to PNG.

The entirety of Sirus — his personal and professional actions — was inspired and strengthened by
his Baha’i faith, an inclusive belief that expresses the oneness of humanity and the permanence of the
human spirit, and that considers work in the spirit of service to others as worship of God. As a former
colleague in PNG said, Sirus was the embodiment of equanimity, graciousness, clarity and generosity.

Sirus was treasured by many people. Medical students respected his generosity of spirit and his
dedication to teaching and to the profession. He did not seek effect or popularity. He was a world
citizen who gave respect spontaneously and received it in return. His academic colleagues delighted in
his integrity, commitment, firm principles and intellectual capacity.

He is survived by his wife Mitra and children Ladan, Naysan, Anisa and Gulita.
Stephen R Leeder

Sirus Naraqi spent much of his free time visi
remote areas of Papua New Guinea, provid
medical treatment and giving advice to Bah
communities. (Reproduced with permission
from the Baha’i World News Service.)
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