
528 MJA • Volume 185 Number 9 • 6 November 2006

LETTERS

Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS) item num-
bers were introduced for antenatal screening
for infectious diseases including HIV testing.
I am unaware of any specific HIV-testing
restrictions relating to national policy (other
than the obligations of informed consent and
such like) attached to these item numbers.

Four MBS item numbers for “microbiologi-
cal serology during a pregnancy” may include
HIV testing (69405, 69408, 69411 and
69413), and one MBS item number (69415)
must include HIV testing. From November
2005 to June 2006, there were 137732 claims
for antenatal serological tests, of which at least

items is not unusual but, in this case, it does
not appear to follow any pattern (of the
epidemiology of HIV infection in Australia). I
suspect that the proportion of pregnant
women having HIV tests is closer to 50%,
assuming that at least some of the other item
numbers claimed included testing for HIV.

It would be worthwhile taking these figures
into account when formulating national policy.

Len D Moaven, Director
Moaven and Partners Pathology Pty Ltd, Sydney, 
NSW.
moa6747@bigpond.net.au
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Item 69415 must include HIV testing. ◆

Item NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS ACT NT
All 

states

69405 2 664 1 905 1 291 149 919 177 142 269 7 516

69408 2 375 1 191 1 080 115 769 205 170 114 6 019

69411 16 169 5 493 6 758 549 1 890 913 912 284 32 968

69413 15 874 10 267 9 488 2 792 4 171 1 229 588 735 45 144

69415 12 283 10 138 11 695 3 095 6 710 784 424 956 46 085

Total 49 365 28 994 30 312 6 700 14 459 3 308 2 236 2 358 137 732

COR RECTIONS

Re: “An unusual cause of severe meta-
bolic acidosis”, by John V Peter, Natasha
Rogers, Shailesh Murty, Rosemarie Gerace,
Richard Mackay and Sandra L Peake, in the
21 August issue of the Journal (Med J Aust
2006; 185: 223-225). During the produc-
tion process, the drug name “timentin” was
inadvertently changed to “timolol”.

The sentence describing antibiotic therapy
should read: “On Day 14, ceftriaxone and
gentamicin were changed to empirical clavu-
lanate/ticarcillin (Timentin, GlaxoSmithK-
line, Australia) and ciprofloxacin because of
persistent fever and rising WCC.”
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