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RAYMOND DAVID ROTHFIELD (commonly called “David”) was
born in London on 22 June 1920. The family emigrated to Australia
in 1924 and David grew up in Sydney. He attended Sydney Grammar
School and went on to study medicine at the University of Sydney.

After graduating in 1943, David did his residency at Royal Prince
Alfred Hospital (RPAH), then worked for a short time with Keith
Inglis, who aroused his interest in pathology.

In 1944, he enlisted in the Australian Defence Force, serving as a
Medical Officer in Morotai and then with the occupation forces in
Japan. From 1945 to 1950, while a Postdoctoral Fellow at RPAH, he
joined the Citizen Military Forces. He joined the pathology depart-
ment at St Vincent’s Hospital (SVH), Sydney, in 1950 and obtained a
Diploma of Clinical Pathology in the same year.

In 1957, David became one of the early members of the College of
Pathologists of Australia (later to become the Royal College of
Pathologists of Australasia [RCPA]). He was appointed Director of
Biochemistry at SVH in 1964, a position he held till his retirement in
1986. In 1968, he became a Fellow of the Australian Association of
Clinical Biochemists.

David had a passion for excellence and quality in the laboratory. In
the early 1980s, he persuaded (I could say “hassled”) the Executive
Committee of the RCPA to join with the National Association of
Testing Laboratories (NATA) to establish a laboratory accreditation
scheme. The resultant NATA/RCPA scheme stands as a lasting tribute
to his dedication to quality laboratory practice. On his retirement, he

became NATA’s staff pathologist, a posi-
tion he held part time until his death in
2005. He was also an enthusiastic
teacher whose contribution to training
young pathologists was valued highly.

As acknowledgement of his contri-
bution to pathology, David was
awarded both an Order of Australia
Medal and an RCPA Meritorious Serv-
ice Award.

Alongside his career, David maintained an involvement with the
military. In 1970, he served as a pathologist in Vietnam. In 1982, he
was promoted to the rank of Colonel and in 1984 was appointed
Consultant Pathologist and supervisor of the multidisciplinary labo-
ratory for the Australian Defence Force at Holsworthy.

David also had an abiding interest in boxing, became a qualified
instructor and helped many socially disadvantaged youngsters. David
was deeply religious, and liturgical music was yet another of his
varied interests. He was a kind, gentle and considerate person with an
impish sense of humour that made him a delightful companion.

David died of metastatic prostate cancer on 21 September 2005.
He is survived by his wife Diana, brother Neville and sons Andrew
and James.

Eva Raik

Raymond David Rothfield
OAM, ED, MB BS, DipClinPath, FRCPA, FAACB

Accessible statistics

Medical statistics from A to Z. A guide for clinicians and
medical students. B S Everitt. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2003 (vi + 230 pp, $69.95). ISBN 0 521
53204 3.

MEDICAL RESEARCH ARTICLES are increasingly popu-
lated by statistical terminology. Many non-statistical read-
ers of the literature would therefore value a resource
providing a quick sense of the broad meaning of statistical
terms. This book is such a resource, written by a respected
world expert on medical statistics.

Don’t expect a textbook. Despite its title, this book
will not teach you medical statistics from A to Z. It is
written in dictionary style, with bite-sized, non-techni-
cal references to an extensive range of topics relevant to
the application of statistics in medicine and public health. Each
entry provides a few lines of information, sufficient for a quick
exposure to the term’s meaning. This will leave some readers
wanting more, so references to further reading are provided for
many of the terms. This is one of the best features of the book,
greatly expanding its usefulness. The book can be effectively
used as a first point of reference, and as a pointer to a wider and
more in-depth body of literature.

More than 1500 terms are covered in just over 200
pages. At one end of the spectrum are items such as
“relative risk”, for which the terms, but not necessarily the
meanings, may already be known to the reader. At the
other end are terms of a more esoteric statistical nature, to
which many readers will have had little exposure. This
feature, combined with the alphabetical ordering, means
that readers will find themselves wandering from their
chosen term to other previously unfamiliar concepts. For
example, referencing the advantages and disadvantages
of a “multicentre study” will lead to an overview of
“multicollinearity”, while those wanting to brush up on
“age standardisation” will soon find themselves exposed

to “agglomerative hierarchical clustering methods”.
The back cover proclaims that Medical statistics from A to Z will be a

lifesaver for doctors and students alike. Whether or not this is true, the
book is a genuine timesaver — a quick reference for a plethora of medical
statistics terms and an efficient pointer to more in-depth literature.

Ian C Marschner
Director, Asia Biometrics Centre, Pfizer Australia

Sydney, NSW
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