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we cannot infer causality, the fact that we
relied on parents’ reporting of children’s diet
and organised physical activity, and the low
response rate, which may limit the general-
isability of findings. Self-selection bias may
result in a healthier and more active sample
compared with the general population;
therefore, any relationships identified in our
study may be underestimating the true level
of association.

Strengths of our study included the large
and heterogenous sample across socioeco-
nomic strata, the fact that levels of over-
weight and obesity in our sample were
comparable to projected population esti-
mates,20 and BMI and MVPA were objec-
tively assessed.

Television viewing time appears to be an
important indicator of a range of lifestyle
behaviours likely to promote fatness over
time. Further research examining the valid-
ity of the television viewing measure in the
primary care setting and the feasibility of its
use by GPs is required.
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Re: “Is the Australian hospital system
adequately prepared for terrorism?”,
by Jeffrey V Rosenfeld, Mark Fitzgerald,
Thomas Kossmann, et al, in the 5/19
December issue of the Journal (Med J
Aust 2005; 183: 567-570). One of the
coauthors’ names was incorrectly listed
as “Andrew Joseph”. His correct name is
“Anthony Joseph”.  ❏

Re: “The use of cusum analysis in
the early detection and manage-
ment of hospital bed occupancy
crises”, the research article by Claire
M Burns, Cameron J Bennett, Colin
T Myers and Michael Ward, in the
19 September issue of the Journal
(Med J Aust 2005; 183: 291-294).
The first row of data in Box 1 should

have read No. of samples (referring
to the number of days in each 6-
month study period, with one set of
measurements being made each
day), rather than No. of patients.
The corrected version is available at:
http://www.mja.com.au/public/
issues/183_06_190905/bur10615_
fm.html ❏
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