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LETTERS

Postgraduate medical 
education: rethinking and 
integrating a complex 
landscape

Raymond W Cook
Retired anaesthetist, PO Box 6135, O’Connor, ACT 2602. 
dcook@actonline.com.au

TO THE EDITOR: A great deal has been
said and written in recent years about
inadequate numbers in the medical work-
force. As a result, many scientific and
political articles about the need to
increase the number of medical students
and how to train them for the workforce
have been written.1,2

Yet there has been little discussion of
how those already trained and in the
workforce should be retained, or of the
rate of attrition of those in the workforce.

After 30 years as an anaesthetist, I can
recall only one positive change in my
conditions of work — the introduction of
exhaust gas scavenging. All other changes
have been negative: longer hours, greater
stress (from multiple factors, such as
increased complexity, day surgery and
admission on day of surgery) and higher
public expectations.

My motives in suggesting the need for
such research are purely selfish — having
recently retired, and enjoying the lack of
stress, I wish to be sure there is an
adequate workforce in my old age.

1 Dowton SB, Stokes M-L, Rawstron EJ, et al. Post-
graduate medical education: rethinking and inte-
grating a complex landscape. Med J Aust 2005;
182: 177-180. 

2 Kluger MT, Townend K, Laidlaw T. Job satisfaction,
stress and burnout in Australian specialist anaes-
thetists. Anaesthesia 2003; 58: 339-345. ❏
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Correction
Re: the letter in reply “Achieving equal standards in medical student education: is a
national exit examination the answer?”, by Bogda Koczwara, on behalf of the Cancer
Council of Australia Oncology Education Committee, in the 1 August issue of the
Journal (Med J Aust 2005; 183: 168). Part of the reference list was omitted from the
printed version due to a technical error. The complete list of references is:

1 Koczwara B, Tattersall MHN, Barton MB, et al. Achieving equal standards in medical student education:
is a national exit examination the answer? Med J Aust 2005; 182: 228-230. 

2 Colby A, Kohlberg L, Gibbs J, et al. The measurement of moral judgment: standard issue scoring
mechanism. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Center for Moral Development and Education,1983.

3 Rest JR. Development in judging moral issues. Minneapolis, Minn: University of Minnesota Press, 1979.
4 Norcini JJ, Blank LL, Duffy FD, Fortna GS. The mini-CEX: a method for assessing clinical skills. Ann Intern 

Med 2003; 138: 476-481. ❏

Correction

Re: the letter “Reliability of parental reports of head lice in their children”, by
Megan L Counahan, Ross M Andrews and Rick Speare, in the 7 February issue of the
Journal (Med J Aust 2005; 182: 137-138). There was an error in Box 2, Sensitivity and
specificity of parental report versus screening. The specificity given as 94.0% (969/1030)
should have been 98.8% (1018/1030). ❏




