
CONTRIBUTION

EXPRESS

Hea
lth

Se
cu

rity

Gove
rna

nce

Aussie
Aid

PR
IN

T 
PO

ST
 A

PP
RO

V
ED

 P
P2

55
00

3/
00

50
5

ESTABLISHED IN 1914

JOURNAL OF THE AUSTRALIAN 

MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

EDITORIALS
116 Controlling HIV in Indigenous Australians

Francis J Bowden

117 Welcome to the era of CKD and the eGFR
Steven J Chadban, Francesco L Ierino

119 Keeping track to keep Australia's overseas aid on track
Anthony B Zwi, Natalie J Grove, Maria-Theresa Ho

121 Epilepsy in the new century
Andrew F Bleasel

122 Web-based peer review now standard for the MJA
Craig M Bingham, Christine Hooper, Kerrie Harding

RESEARCH
124 Fulfilling prophecy? Sexually transmitted 

infections and HIV in Indigenous people in 
Western Australia
Michael R Wright, Carolien M Giele, Phyll R Dance,
Sandra C Thompson

129 Pethidine in emergency departments: promoting 
evidence-based prescribing
Karen I Kaye, Susan A Welch, Linda V Graudins, Andis Graudins, 
Tai Rotem, Sharon R Davis, Richard O Day

MEDICINE AND THE COMMUNITY
134 Changes in mental health literacy about depression:

South Australia, 1998 to 2004
Robert D Goldney, Laura J Fisher, Eleonora Dal Grande,
Anne W Taylor

POSITION STATEMENT
138 Chronic kidney disease and automatic reporting 

of estimated glomerular filtration rate: 
a position statement
The Australasian Creatinine 
Consensus Working Group

CLINICAL UPDATE
142 Exercise prescription for 

individuals with chronic 
fatigue syndrome
Karen E Wallman, Alan R Morton, 
Carmel Goodman, Robert Grove

NOTABLE CASES
145 Macrophagic myofasciitis associated with 

vaccine-derived aluminium
Meena Shingde, James Hughes, Ross Boadle,
Edward J Wills, Roger Pamphlett

VIEWPOINT
147 Further support for the families of Australia’s 

war veterans requires a broad research strategy
Hedley G Peach

LESSONS FROM PRACTICE
151 Gudair (OJD) vaccine self-inoculation: 

a case for early debridement
Graeme D Richardson, Ian I Links, Peter A Windsor

MJA PRACTICE ESSENTIALS —
PAEDIATRICS

154 13. Children in Australian society
Karen J Zwi, Richard L Henry

162 LETTERS 

(contents overleaf)

www.mja.com.au

 1  A U G U S T  2 0 0 5

THE MEDICAL JOURNAL OF AUSTRALIA V O L U M E  1 8 3  N U M B E R  3

MJA 



MJA • Volume 183 Number 3 • 1 August 2005 113

LETTERS 

A case for altruistic surrogacy
162 Adam P Morton
162 Marc J N C Keirse

Bisphosphonates and osteonecrosis: analogy to phossy jaw
163 A Michael Donoghue

Smoothing the transition to adult care
164 Peter W Holmes, David Armstrong, Nicholas Freezer

Riluzole: a glimmer of hope in the treatment of motor neurone disease
164 Robert D Henderson, Pamela A McCombe
164 Matthew C Kiernan

Allocation concealment and blinding: when ignorance is bliss
165 Vance W Berger
165 Harri Hemilä
166 Peta M Forder, Val J Gebski, Anthony C Keech

Achieving equal standards in medical student education: is a national exit 
examination the answer?

166 H Patrick McNeil, Michael C Grimm
167 Christopher Lawson-Smith
167 Ken Cox
168 Bogda Koczwara, on behalf of the Cancer Council of Australia Oncology 

Education Committee

SNAPSHOT 

144 Cobbled tongue 
Ritesh Agarwal, Ashutosh N Aggarwal, Dheeraj Gupta

BOOK REVIEWS 

133 Medical complications during pregnancy. 6th ed. 
reviewed by Barry N J Walters

146 Communication for doctors. How to improve patient care and minimize 
legal risks. reviewed by Edward C Rosenow III

OBITUARY 

150 Bernard John Amos by Miles Little

CORRECTIONS

143 Recognition of depression and psychosis by young Australians and their 
beliefs about treatment  (Med J Aust 2005; 183: 18-23).

143 Adult domiciliary oxygen therapy. Position statement of the Thoracic 
Society of Australia and New Zealand  (Med J Aust 2005; 182: 621-626).

114 IN THIS ISSUE

161 IN OTHER JOURNALS

From the Editor’s Desk

ADVERTISING ANTICS
In Plato’s Republic, two ancient Athenian 
philosophers, Socrates and Thrasymachus, 
probe the essence of medicine and healing:

Socrates: “Tell me: is a doctor in the 
precise sense . . . a money-maker or someone 
who treats the sick? Tell me about the one 
who is really a doctor.” 

Thrasymachus: “He’s the one who treats 
the sick.”

It seems that even the ancients explored 
the intrinsic conflict between caring 
and commerce in medicine. Today, the 
relevance of this conflict has grown, 
as commercialism and its culture of 
creating wealth infiltrate health care. 

Essential to this process is advertising. 

Once, the medical profession regarded 
advertising with disdain. Professional 
reputations and expertise had always 
been spread by word of mouth. Alas, 
no more. Now the media proclaim the 
availability of “unrivalled” medical 
services. These newcomers are 
commercial concerns capitalising 
on medical technology. 

Promotions lauding their services are 
delivered by celebrities, and Australians 
are urged to screen for potential “nasties” 
by having total body scans. This is 
despite the fact that health authorities are 
so concerned about total body scans that 
in 2004 they issued a public health alert: 
“Full body scans . . . involve doses of 
radiation that health experts do not 
consider to be justifiable in terms of 
a health check”. 

But the promos push consumer rights: 
“You have the right to know. . .what 
might be waiting to make you sick.” 
And recently, there has been a disturbing 
twist in advertisements which seems to 
threaten the independence of medical 
practice: “Your doctor may advise you 
not to waste your time or money — but 
is he willing to take legal responsibility 
if he’s wrong? Insist on a referral.”

We hear a lot from our health ministers 
about transparency and ethical conduct 
for doctors. We may well ask whether the 
advertising antics of some health care 
businesses are also on their radar?

Martin B Van Der Weyden




