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tender joint count, and in three out of five of
patient’s assessment of pain, patient’s assess-
ment of disease activity, investigator’s assess-
ment of disease activity, acute phase reactant
levels and patient’s assessment of disability).
This analysis may not represent the likely
response of patients who test negative for
rheumatoid factor, but who develop severe,
progressive rheumatoid arthritis and other-
wise meet the stringent eligibility criteria
associated with Pharmaceutical Benefits
Schedule listing (excluding positive rheu-
matoid factor status). It is possible that the
small number of unique rheumatoid-factor-
negative patients who have severe disease
will not have a different response to etaner-
cept from similar patients who are rheuma-
toid-factor positive.

More recent data are available from a large
multicentre study that compared treatment

with etanercept in combination with metho-
trexate to either monotherapy alone for con-
trol of RA disease activity.2 Subgroup analysis
for the effect of rheumatoid factor on treat-
ment responses showed that the presence of
rheumatoid factor in the circulation of study
patients did not significantly affect the
responses to therapy among treatment
groups. Although these new data have yet to
be presented to the PBAC for reconsideration,
a submission on this matter is under way.

1 Lu CY, Williams KM, March L, et al. Subsidised
access to TNFα inhibitors: is the rationale for exclu-
sion of rheumatoid factor negative patients defensi-
ble? [letter]. Med J Aust 2004; 181: 457.

2 Klareskog L, van Der Heijde D, de Jager JP, et al.
Therapeutic effect of the combination of etaner-
cept and methotrexate compared with each treat-
ment alone in patients with rheumatoid arthritis:
double-blind randomised controlled trial. Lancet
2004; 363: 675-681. ❏
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Re: “The hidden tragedy of offender deaths”, the editorial by Stuart Ross in the
1 November issue of the Journal (Med J Aust 2004; 181: 469-470). The reference
numbering in the text is incorrect because of a computer error. In the first 3 paragraphs,
references 12, 13, 14 and 15 should be references 1, 2, 3 and 4, respectively. All other
references are correct, except for reference 13 in the last paragraph of the text, which,
again, should be reference 2. ❏

Re: “Warfarin reversal: consensus guidelines, on behalf of the Australasian Society
of Haemostasis and Thrombosis”, by Ross I Baker, Paul B Coughlin, Alex S Gallus, et
al on behalf of the Warfarin Reversal Consensus Group (Med J Aust 2004; 181: 492-
497). In Box 5, an asterisk in the Box title should have attributed Prothombinex-HT to
CSL Limited, the manufacturer of all plasma-derived therapeutic products fractionated
from Australian plasma.  ❏

Re: “Postnatal evaluation of vitamin D and bone health in women who were
vitamin D-deficient in pregnancy, and in their infants”, by Thomson K, Morley R,
Grover SR and Zacharin MR in the 1 November 2004 issue of the Journal (Med J Aust
2004; 181: 486-488). The first author’s name was incorrectly given as “Katherine
Thompson”. The correct name is “Katherine Thomson”. ❏




