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LETTERS

veillance and meticulous records dem-
onstrated by the John Hunter Hospital
system. This hospital is to be congratu-
lated on its attention to detail. Were
similar stringent protocols in place
across all disciplines and in all hospitals,
the debate would cease to rage. More
importantly, many devices could be
safely and efficiently reused. Others may
be considered too difficult to resterilise.
Nevertheless, asepsis would, once
again, be positioned where it belongs, as
one of the key principles of surgery. ❏

Correction
Re: Lowering blood pressure in 2003, a 
Clinical Update article by Chalmers 
JP and Arnolda LF in the 15 
September 2003 issue of the Journal 
(Med J Aust 2003; 179: 306-312). 
On page 308, second column, under 
the heading ANBP2, an error in the 
editorial process led to an incorrect 
statement: “ANBP2 was an open-
labelled randomised study with blinded 
endpoints, a design in which study 
doctors knew whether the patient was on 
active treatment or placebo...”

ANBP2 is clearly a comparative 
study, not a placebo controlled study, 
as is made plain in the other sections 
of the article. ❏




