The Medical Journal of Australia

Established 1914

Spotlighting prescribing surges
pp 397, 403

O

Police detainees:

illicit drugs and mental distress
pp 399, 408

O

Screening newborn screening
pp 400, 412

EDITORIALS

Evidence and information for health policy:
a decade of change

Alan D Lopez

Coax, COX and cola

John S Dowden

Substance use, psychological distress and crime

Toni Makkai
Does every baby get a newborn screening test?
Bridget M Wilcken

RESEARCH

Lessons from early large-scale adoption

of celecoxib and rofecoxib by Australian
general practitioners

Stephen ] Kerr, Andrea Mant, Fiona E Horn,

Kevin McGeechan, Geoffrey P Sayer
Substance-use disorders and psychological
distress among police arrestees

Edward B Heffernan, Joe Finn, John B Saunders,
Gerard Byrne

Newborn screening in South Australia:

is it universal?

Michael P Metz, Enzo Ranieri, Rosemarie L. Gerace,
Kevin R Priest, Colin G Luke, Annabelle Chan

HEALTHCARE

The influence of geographical location on the
complexity of rural general practice activities
John S Humphreys, Judith A Jones, Michael P Jones,
David Mildenhall, Paul R Mara, Bruce Chater,

David R Rosenthal, Nola M Maxfield, Michael A Adena

PRINT POST APPROVED PP255003/00505

396

397

399

400

403

408

412

416

20 October 2003
Volume 179, Number 8

Journal of the Australian Medical Association

FOR DEBATE
Heart failure: how can we prevent the epidemic?

Duncan ] Campbell 422

VIEWPOINT
Adverse event reporting in clinical trials:
room for improvement

Wainston S Liauw, Richard O Day 426

LESSONS FROM PRACTICE

First report of human angiostrongyliasis
acquired in Sydney

Sanjaya N Senanayake, Don S Pryor,

John Walker, Pam Konecny 430

ETHICS

Money, morals and the conquest of mortality

J Miles Little 432

EBM: TRIALS ON TRIAL
Is early surgical referral for children with persistent
otitis media with effusion (OME) appropriate?

Peter S Morris, Amanda J Leach 436
Inclusion of patients in clinical trial analysis:

the intention-to-treat principle

Stephane R Heritier, Val ] Gebski, Anthony C Keech 438
MJA PRACTICE ESSENTIALS: ENDOCRINOLOGY

2: Recent advances in therapy of diabetes

Jennifer J Couper, Johannes B Prins 441
LETTERS (Contents overleaf) 451



from the Editor’s desk

THE PEOPLE’S
RESEARCH PROJECT

Each year Australians invest more than
half a billion dollars in health and
medical research, and it seems even
this is not enough!

A recent public opinion poll by
Research Australia (a non-profit
organisation dedicated to raising the
profile of health and medical research)
showed that most Australians not only
consider such research to be vital, but
also believe that government funding
should be increased. Of some surprise
is the finding that most Australians are
prepared to pay an extra dollar on
medical prescriptions provided that it
is used for research.

But what do Australians want for
their money?

At a recent “talkfest” on setting
the agenda for health and medical
research, a prominent academic
offered the opinion that the public
does not care, and that setting research
priorities is the business of
governments and the scientific
community. Although challenged on
his view, there is some truth in his
assertion. Indeed, the National Health
and Medical Research Council
Strategic Plan 2003—-2006 states that
“the research priorities have been
identified by Government, Council
and major stockholders.” Whether a
major stockholder is the public is not
clear. But, there is another idea.

In his recent essay Set them free,
Rupert Sheldrake, biologist and
science commentator, argues that it is
time to ask what the public wants and
to address how money is spent
according to agendas set by scientists
and government bureaucracies. His
solution? An experiment: devote one
per cent of the annual research budget
to “research of real interest to lay
people, who pay for all publicly-
financed research through taxes.”

The People’s Research Project! Now
there’s a challenge for the National
Health and Medical Research Council.

Martin B Van Der Weyden
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