The Medical Journal of Australia

Established 1914

pp 279, 297, 316
O

Evidence, ethics and

medical emergency teams
pp 283, 313

O

Detention driven dilemmas
p 319

EDITORIALS

New medical standards for commercial
and private vehicle drivers

Bruce Hocking, Fiona Landgren

Medical records and population health
Rosemary F Roberts, Ralph M Hanson
Obstacles to research in complementary
and alternative medicine

Edzard Ernst

Australian healthcare reform: in need of
political courage and champions

Martin B Van Der Weyden

RESEARCH

@ A prospective before-and-after trial

of a medical emergency team

Rinaldo Bellomo, Donna Goldsmith, Shigehiko Uchino,
Jonathan Buckmaster, Graeme K Hart, Helen Opdam,
William Silvester, Laurie Doolan, Geoffrey Gutteridge
Factors influencing survival after stroke

in Western Australia

Andy H Lee, Peter J] Somerford, Kelvin K W Yau

Is grand multiparity an independent
predictor of pregnancy risk?

A retrospective observational study

Michael D Humphrey

The profile of women who consult
alternative health practitioners in Australia
Jon Adams, David W Sibbritt, Gary Easthope,

Anne F Young

PRINT POST APPROVED PP255003/00505

276

2717

279

280

283

289

294

297

15 September 2003
Volume 179, Number 6

THE PROFESSION

Doctors’ health-seeking behaviour:
a questionnaire survey

Sandra K Davidson, Peter L. Schattner

CLINICAL UPDATE

Lowering blood pressure in 2003
John P Chalmers, Leonard F Arnolda

VIEWPOINT

The medical emergency team,
evidence-based medicine and ethics
Ross K Kerridge, W Peter Saul

FOR DEBATE

The regulation of complementary
health: sacrificing integrity?
Malcolm H Parker

MEDICINE AND THE COMMUNITY
A child in detention: dilemmas faced
by health professionals

Karen ] Zwi, Brenda Herzberg, David Dossetor,
Jyotsna Field

_ Journal of the Australian Medical Association

Aspects of alternative medicine

302

306

313

316

319

LETTERS

(Contents overleaf)

324

SUPPLEMENT
Palliative care: a new dimension in healthcare

S1




from the Cditor’s desk

THE PROMISE OF
IMMORTALITY

“Humans may live to 500 years”
proclaimed the headline, while the
authoritative expert pronounced,
“people can live from 120-150 years.
Advances in manipulating cells and
genes, as well as nanotechnology,
will push the body’s accepted
boundaries”. Indeed, “we are
knocking at the door of immortality.

b3

And herein lies the spell of
science over society — its promise
of increasing longevity, with
immortality the holy grail.

Some 30 years ago, US President
Richard M Nixon declared war on
cancer. He confidently predicted that
science would defeat this scourge in
time for the US Bicentennial! This
celebration has come and gone, and
although battles against cancer have
been won, the war is far from over.

In the new millennium, science has
a tantalising new promise — that the
human genome project will provide
the tools to conquer death. William
Haseltine, the project’s superstar, has
thrown down the gauntlet, declaring
that “death is a series of preventable
diseases.” Armed with magic bullets
from the genomic armoury, the
soldiers of science will stalk and pick
off one disease after another in the
battle for immortality. However,
there is danger in the hype.

The very denial of death and dying
will undoubtedly influence medical
thinking, feeling and doing. Daniel
Callahan, the US ethicist, argues that
the modern research imperative
[z0 vanquish death] and the clinical
imperative [to accept death as an
inevitable reality] are in conflict.
Such inherent conflict may well
cause physicians to view death as
accidental, or even as failure. More
worrying would be the undermining
of society’s imperative to ensure
humane care of the dying.

Science may well promise and
prosper. But should it promote the
promise of immortality?

Martin B Van Der Weyden
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