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EBM: TRIALS ON TRIAL

dosing with these medications reduces illicit opioid use to a
similar extent to that achieved with standard methadone
maintenance treatment, and indicates that both buprenor-
phine and LAAM are more effective than “low dose”
methadone. The lower retention rates associated with
LAAM make it necessary to have available an alternative
therapy for people who do not respond, and to give particu-
lar attention to patients during induction. More participants
in the LAAM group were withdrawn because of side effects,
but the details of these side effects were not reported, and
this needs to be explored further. This report did not
describe changes in participants’ health and social function-
ing, which are important in considering the overall effective-
ness of treatments for opioid dependence.

Buprenorphine is available in Australia, but LAAM is
available only under clinical trial arrangements.
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