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APOLOGY
From 

NEW HOLLAND 
PUBLISHERS
(AUSTRALIA)
PTY LIMITED

and

MICHAEL SEXTON

to

GEORGE SLIWINSKI

In 2000 we published the
book, Uncertain Justice,
Inside Austral ia’s Legal
System by Michael Sexton.

Some readers may have
understood a passage in
the book deal ing with
proceedings before the
Medical Tribunal in 1994 to
suggest that Dr Sliwinski had
murdered his wife and was
not fit to be registered as a
Medical Practitioner. Neither
New Holland Publishers nor
Michael Sexton intended to
suggest that Dr Sliwinski was
guilty of murder or that he
was not fit to be registered
as a Medical Practitioner. If
any person did take those
suggestions from the book,
New Holland Publishers and
Michael Sexton withdraw
them without reservation
and apologise to Dr Sliwinski
for any such error and for
any hurt and embarrassment
so caused to him.

Dated: 16 April 2002

New Holland Publishers
(Australia) Pty Limited

Michael Sexton

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Essentials of blood products

Clinical use of blood in medicine, obstetrics,
paediatrics, surgery and anaesthesia, trauma
and burns. Geneva: World Health Organization,
2001 (337 pp, $45.95). ISBN 92 4 154538 0.

THIS WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

(WHO) publication is a result of col-
laboration between numerous experts
from around the world. As the title
suggests, the book is aimed at clini-
cians using blood products, and is not
a specialised transfusion textbook. A
pocket summary is also available
(Clinical use of blood handbook.
Geneva: World Health Organization,
2001; 219 pp, $17.25. ISBN 92 4
15439 9), which contains the essential
guidelines for transfusion practice.

Being a WHO publication, the authors have had to ensure that the
principles espoused are practical and can be implemented in a variety of
settings depending on available resources. The book is well written, clearly
set out and has excellent illustrations and summary boxes. It is easy to find
specific subjects and “get to the meat” of an issue. The text is addressed to
medical, nursing and scientific professionals and should be easily readable
and understandable to all. This is a practical, procedure-oriented, “how to
do” book, with introductory chapters on the principles of transfusion
medicine and the basic physiology of blood. Each chapter has learning
outcomes and exercises that direct the application of the theory and
practice to individual circumstances.

There are chapters dealing with replacement fluids, and the full range of
blood products and their composition. The section covering the clinical
procedures involved in getting the right product to the right patient at the
right time, and potential adverse effects of transfusion, should be manda-
tory reading for all clinicians. The second half addresses each of the
medical disciplines named in the title. All common indications for blood
component therapy are addressed in theoretical and practical detail.

Despite the enormous amount of material covered in its 337 pages (and
the pocket summary) it does not suffer from the problems which bedevil
some multiauthored works. It displays a uniformity of style, shows no
repetition, and is relatively lightweight and readable. This is definitely not a
book that should sit in the library collecting dust — it is a day-to-day
manual for any professional involved in the provision and/or administration
of blood and blood products. It is affordable, and readily accessible copies
should be available in all clinical and laboratory settings.

James Isbister
Department of Haematology

Royal North Shore Hospital
St Leonards, NSW

Find this and other book reviews in the eMJA bookroom:

www.mja.com.au/public/bookroom

book review

www.mja.com.au/public/bookroom/

