THE MEDICAL JOURNAL OF AUSTRALIA

EDITORIALS

Critical importance of effective supervision in postgraduate
medical education
Kevin D Forsyth

Asthma in older adults: a holistic, person-centred
and problem-oriented approach

Guy B Marks, Leanne M Poulos, Christine R Jenkins,
Peter G Gibson

Evidence-based uncertainty: recent trial results
on prostate-specific antigen testing and prostate
cancer mortality

David P Smith, Emily Banks, Mark S Clements,
Robert A Gardiner, Bruce K Armstrong

RESEARCH

Health and mortality consequences of abdominal obesity:
evidence from the AusDiab study

Adrian J Cameron, David W Dunstan, Neville Owen,

Paul Z Zimmet, Elizabeth LM Barr, Andrew M Tonkin,
Dianna J Magliano, Shirley G Murray, Timothy A Welborn,
Jonathan E Shaw

Second opinions in oncology: the experiences of patients
attending the Sydney Cancer Centre

Martin H N Tattersall, Rachel F Dear, Jesse Jansen,
Heather L Shepherd, Rhonda J Devine, Lisa G Horvath, Michael J Boyer

HEALTH CARE

Patient privacy versus protecting the patient and the health
system from harm: a case study

Dawn E DeWitt, Stephanie A Ward,

Sandeep Prabhu, Bruce Warton

“Through a glass, darkly”: the clinical

and ethical implications of Munchausen

syndrome

Michael D Robertson, lan H Kerridge

FOR DEBATE

Clinical supervision by consultants in
teaching hospitals
Craig T Hore, William Lancashire, Robert G Fassett

? JOURNAL OF THE AUSTRALIAN
¥ MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
A M A ESTABLISHED IN 1914

17 AUGUST 2009

VOLUME 191 NUMBER 4

VIEWPOINT

The role of research in the failure of the alcopops
excise in Australia: what have we learned?

Anthony Shakeshaft, Christopher M Doran,
Joshua Byrnes

Screening for prostate cancer:
explaining new trial results and
their implications to patients
Alexandra L Barratt,

Martin R Stockler

&””W”Ew‘

HISTORY

The King versus
Aleck Bourne
Caroline M de Costa

NOTABLE CASES

Imported West Nile
virus encephalitis in an
Israeli tourist

Benjamin A Rogers,
Linda Hueston,
Irani Ratnam

LETTERS

(contents overleaf)

WwWw.mja.com.au

PRINT POST APPROVED PP255003/00505




From the Editor’s Desk

DISMEMBERING GPs

A quiet revolution has been taking place,
driven by both ideology and pragmatism.
Its aim is to dismantle general practice

and eviscerate the ranks of its medical
practitioners. The signals are loud and clear.

In 2008, Nicola Roxon delivered the annual
Ben Chifley Memorial “Light on the Hill”
address to the Labor Party faithful, in which
she outlined her vision for the public health
sector, proposing that health care services be
delivered by new players in ubiquitous teams.
Unfortunately, there was little clear delineation
of the respective roles of the members of these
teams, which appeared to be amorphous and
overlapping. Such a proposal inevitably begs
two questions: will the services offered be safe,
and will they be cost-effective?

However, Roxon’s address has given the
green light to setting in motion a series of
actions that will effectively dismember general
practice as we now know it.

Understandably, this proposal has received
strong support from nursing associations, and,
almost 1 year on, nurse practitioners are to
be granted access to the Medicare Benefits
Schedule and a restricted Pharmaceutical
Benefits Scheme, as well as the capacity to
order investigations and refer patients. Also of
significance is the Australian Capital Territory
“trial” of nurse-only clinics.

Following on the heels of this quiet
revolution are calls for the term “general
practice” to be buried and replaced with
“primary care”. And, interestingly, there is
a push for another change — namely, that
all practitioners working in primary care,
irrespective of their qualifications and
expertise, be now called “doctor”. Such a
collaborative model readily brings to mind
the sovietisation of health care.

Whatever the motivations for this change, its
perpetrators can claim “mission accomplished!”
Powerful political forces will take care of the
general practitioner. Sadly, concerted political
manoeuvring by those with the ear of the
Minister has exposed the disorganisation
and naivety of some in organised medicine.
Their response conjures up images of
lemmings rushing towards oblivion.
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June MJA BookClub Winner

17,
’g Congratulations to Dr Stephen Chung from
%; Sydney, NSW. Dr Chung wins a copy of
= Anaesthesia and the Practice of Medicine
(RRP $80.00). Thanks to everyone who
purchased books from the June MJA
BookClub. Pictured right is lan McGuiness, AMPCo’s Systems
Administrator, who drew June’s winner. To see this month’s
MJA BookClub’s great offers, see page 225 and the inside
back cover of this issue or visit our online bookshop at:
http://shop.mja.com.au.
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