Access to eMJA: 2009

The Medical Journal of Australia (MJA) is published by the
Australasian Medical Publishing Company (AMPCo), a wholly
owned subsidiary of the Australian Medical Association (AMA).
The Journal is available on subscription and is included as part
of the membership package of the AMA. Since 2001, AMPCo
has published an Internet version of the MJA (eMJA) to which
readers have enjoyed free open access since its inception.

The eMJA now contains 6350 pages of valuable information,
which, while formidable, unfortunately comes with increasing
production and maintenance costs. Because of these essential
costs, the Board of AMPCo has decided that, commencing with
the first MJA issue in 2009, access to certain content in the
eMJA will require a subscription. In this move, the MJA will
follow the steps taken by other prestigious medical journals,
including the Journal of the American Medical Association
(JAMA), the Annals of Internal Medicine (the journal of the
American College of Physicians), the BMJ and The Lancet.

Much information, including all previously published arti-
cles, current editions of In This Issue, plus guidelines, position
statements and supplements, will remain on open access.
Research articles will be freely accessible online for 2 weeks
following publication, after which a subscription will be
required. Twelve months after publication, all articles will
revert to open access. This policy will be continually reviewed.
Naturally, open access will be provided for any articles we
consider to be of urgent public health importance.

Importantly, all current AMA members will continue to enjoy
free access to all content of the eMJA. Information about how to
access the eMJA is available at <http://www.mja.com.au/access_
policy.html>.
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